
with a tailhousing from a Chevrolet 
application for 2WD operation. 

The rear axle is a Dana 60 Out ofa J20 
tlUck that has been narrowed to a mere 
33 inches wide by Rearend Specialties 
and fitted with 35-spline Strange axle 
shafts with a 5x4.5 bolt pattern to match 
the front axle. The differential uses 4.56 
gears and a Strange spool to put power to 
the ground. The combination has turned 
a best of 11.79 seconds at 109 mph, with 
an astounding 1.46-second 60-foot time. 
The YJ is mainly used for bracket racing 
though, with a dialed-in time of 12.0 
seconds flat. 

Body and Interior 
A 3-gallon fuel tank from Jeep Thrills 

sits on the front bumper where it provides 
ballast and is easy to fill between passes. 
Behind the tank, the headlights were 
deleted from the grille to accommodate 
the Wagoneer radiator. Since the YJ is 
not driven on the streets, headlights were 
not deemed necessary. A huge Harwood 
Aero-scoop was necessary, though, in 
order to clear the equally-massive air 
filter atop the 401. The rear ofthe body 
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had to be completely tubbed to accom­
modate the narrow axle and drag slicks. 
A sheetmetal top was added prior to the 
body work for a clean appearance and to 
aid in aerodynamics. Richard laid down 
the paint with Mike Connor from Lordco 
Auto Pans using a Mopar paint scheme. 
"It wasn't retrO when we painted it futeen 
years ago," he reflected, "but I suppose it 
is by now." 

Inside the Jeep an eight-point cage 
protects the occupants. The cage ties 
into the frame, and also goes through 
the firewall to tie into the engine bay. 
Nestled between the cage bars are a pair 
ofRCI plastic racing buckets with Jager 
five-point harnesses. The B&M Z-Gate 
shifter rows the gears and is fitted with 
a Hurst Roll Control that is used for 
burnouts to get the tires sticky. On the 
dash, the stock tilt column accommodates 
the wide range ofdrivers, with a huge 
5-inch Auro Meter Monster tach front 
and center. Auto Meter 2%-inch gauges 
are also mounted on the custom alumi­
num dash to monitor fuel pressure, oil 
pressure, water temperature, voltage, and 
vacuum. On the other side ofthe column, 
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toggle switches fire the Jeep and turn on 
the electric cooling fans and water pump. 

Good, Bad, and What's It For 
Consistent 12-second times might 

not seem very fast for a tubbed vehicle 
with a wheelie bar out back, but high 
school students are piloting this Jeep 
down the track. With more horsepower 
the Jeep could easily be much faster, 
but then it would be more dangerous as 
well. It's is a wonder that teenagers are 
even allowed to drag race at school in our 
overly-litigious society. 

Why I Featured It 
It is completely unnatural to see a 

Wrangler go fast, with their short wheel­
oase, fiigfi center of gravity, and upright 
grille and windshield. Building a Camaro 
that runs 12s is easy, but easy is boring. 
I love that Richard Johnson chose such 
an unlikely platform when building a 
drag racer and taught his students at 
W.J. Mouat neverto judge a book by its
 
cQver.l;;ven a YJ.
 

-Harry Wagner!8 
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